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OPENINC REüARXS BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORCANIZATION (ICAO),

DR. ASSAD KOTAITE. TO THE SY}IPOSIT'ü ON FUTURE GLOBAL CNS SYSTEMS

(Montreal ,  4  to  5 Sepcernber  1991)

l ,¿dies ano Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to r¡elcome you to ICAO Headquarters in
Montreal for the " Symposiun on Future Global CNS Systems". The name chosen
for this Syrnposiurn appropriaEely coincides with the lheme designated for Ehe
Tenth Air Navigation Conference whích is scheduled to commence Eornorrow
afcernoon innediacely following thÍs Sympos iurn.

The pr inc ipa l  ob jecc ive  o f  th is  Sympos iu rn  i s  to  p rov ide
par t i c ipants  in  the  fo r thcoro ing  Tenth  A i r  Nav iga t ion  Conference l t i th  a  Sood
unders tand ing  o f  the  work  o f  the  FANS Spec ia l  Conmi t tee  o f  che  Counc i l ,
inc lud ing  an  in t roduc t ion  to  the  cor0munica t ion ,  nav iga t ion  and surve iL lance
concept developed by that group.

There fore ,  today  and tomor row morn ing ,  we w i l l  have the  benef i t  o f
hear ing  twenty -e igh t  in te rna t iona l  exper ts  de l i ver  p resenta t ions  on  top ics
inc lud ing  the  shor tcomings  o f  the  present  a i r  nav iga t ion  sys ten  fo l lowed by
severa l  exposés  conta in ing  de ta i led  in fo r rna t ion  on  the  FANS CNS and ATM
concepts  wh ich  propose so lu t ions  to  those shor tcorn ings .  o ther  speakers  w i l l
cover  ¡nany  o f  the  im¡or tan t  i ssues  wh ich  are  in tegra l  par ts  o f  any  g loba l  a i r
nav igac ion  sys ten  such as  ins t i tu t iona l  ,  Iega l  ,  economic  and p lann ing
cons  idera t ions  -

The Sympos iun  w i l l  a lso  o f fe r  v iews on  che C loba l  CNS and ATM
Systen  concepts  f ron  the  perspec t ive  o f  two prov ider  S ta tes  as  we l l  as  those
of  users  o f  a i r  nav iga t ion  serv ices  such as  IATA,  IAOPA and IBAC.

F ina l l y ,  the  v iews o f  p i locs  and a i r  t ra f f i c  con t ro l le rs  w i l l  be
heard  as  to  ho \ . /  the i r  ex is t ing  ro les  r ¡ou ld  be  a f fec ted  by  the  new FANS CNS and
ATM concepts .  One o f  che  d is t inc t  advantages  o f  a  Sympos ium o f  th is  na ture  is
tha t  speakers  a re  g iven a  degree o f  f lex ib i l i t y  to  o f fe r  ind iv idua l  v ie r rs  and
op in ions  and are  no t  undu ly  bound by  the  usua l  ins t i tu t iona l  l im i ta t ions .  In
th is  way we shou ld  ge t  more  "  lead ing  edge"  th ink ing  as  to  where  c iv i l
av ia t ion  shou ld  be  in  the  21s t  cen tury  and hor¿  we may ge t  there .

De legates  to  the  Tenth  A i r  Nav iga t Íon  Conference w i l l  o f  course  be
g iven anp le  oppor tun i ty  to  puc  fo r th  the  "  o f f i c ia l "  v iews o f  che i r  S ta tes
la te r  dur ing  che Conference.

In rny opinion the Tenth Air Navigation Conference is one of the
nos t  impor tan t  neec ings  to  be  he ld  v i th in  ICAo s ince  i t ' s  incept ion  in  Ch icago
on 7  December  1944.  We are  a t  c r i t i ca l  c rossroads  in  in te rna t iona l  c iv i l
av ia t ion .  Cons ide ta t ion  o f  a  rnove to  a  p redon inant ly  sa te l l i te -based a i r
n a v i g a t i o n  s y s t e m  f n  p l a c e  o f  a  p r i m ¡ r i 1 y  t e r r e s t r i a l  s y s t e r n  w i l l  r e q u i r e
fo res igh t ,  knowl -edge and perhaps  even courage.
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A sate l l i te-based systern,  in  rny v iew,  has the potent ia l  to  i rnprove
civ i l  av iat ion to an extent  s in i lar  to  that  achieved by the in t roduct íon of
je t  engínes over  rec iprocat íng engines ín the 1950s and 1960s.

Ihe success of the Tenth Air Navigation Conference vi77 to a Tatge
extent be dependenc on a good understanding of the FANS !¡ork and the nany

re la ted  cons ídera t ions .

A nunber of international experts are scheduled to speak at this

Synposita. I am confident that the presentations by the exPerts wil l be very

infornative for everyone and lead to the achievement of the princiPal

ob jec t ive  o f  the  Syrnpos ium and the  u l t imate  success  o f  the  Tenth  A i r

Nav isa t ion  Conference.

I  w ish  you good luck  Ín  th is  endeavour .


